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SEIN that term, & the Old Plan” is much uſed at 


this time; and that, in a way which reflects cenſure on 


thoſe who think ſome additions to the Methodiſt econo- 


my to be uſeful and neceſſary in particular places; and, 
as it is certain, many who contend for what they tel 


All 
the Old Plan“ with ychemence, do not underſtand is 


meanirg, I have taken the liberty, for the clear diſplay 
of truth, to ſelect from Mr, \Velley's own publications, 
1ſt. An account of the Metliodiſt Plan, and. What 
is meant by the; term, Church: and grd. Mr. Welley's 
own declarations concerning a ſeparation from the 
Church of England, in ſome caſes. | 
1. In that tract, entitled 55 A plain account of the 
eople called Methodiſts, in a letter to the Rev. Mr. 
ee we read as follows, page 4th. © As they 
(Mr, Weſley and his aſfiſtants) had not the leaſt expec- 
tation of any thing like what has ſince followed, fo they 
had no previous deſign, or Plan at all; but every thing 
roſe juſt as the occaſion offered. They ſaw, or felt, 


ſome impending or preſſing evil, or ſome good end ne- 


ceſſary to bepurſued, and many times they fell una- 
wares on the very thing, which ſecured thegood, or re- 
moved the evil. At other times they conſulted on the 


moſt probable means, following, only common sense. 


and Scripture,” > 5 5 
All who read the above paſſage with attention and 
impartiality, will ſee, 1ſt. that Mr, Weſley publicly 
diſclaimed having ever laid down any fixed plan, for 
the diſcipline and worſhip of the Methodifls; and if ſo, 


what an impoſition upon the credulous is the preſent 


clamour about a departure from th? old plan? Isit 


not really a ſtrife concerning who ſhall be maſter ? and 


how hall thoſy maſters be ſerved, ſo thatthey may al- 
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” ways have the pre-eminence? I would ſecondly re- 
mark here, Mr, Weſley declares his fixed rule, orplan, 
was, upon all occaſions to follow“ only common ſenſe 
and ſcripture,” Now as from this plan no Chriſtian can 
depart, ſo no reaſonable man will deſtre a departure. 
And is it not agreeable to ſcripture and common ſenſe, 
for all who preach the goſpel, to adminiſter all the ordi- 


Ei nances of the goſpel, where the people deſire them to 
BF do ſo? Certainly there is no prohibition to their do- 
Fe | ing this in any part of the New Teſtament; therefore, 
2 ave this is perfectly agreeable to the old plan, We may 
ad > add, if common ſenſe ſhould direct the application of - = 


ſcripture on all occaſions, then the common ſenſe of the 
Preachers aſſembled in Conference, who now repreſent. 
Mr. Weſley, and muſt be allowed to do fo, if the Me- I; 
on thodiſts remain as a body, ſhould direct it in this inſtance, 
| and thus the old plan will be ſtrictly adhered to. "5x ll 
3 But I would make a ſecond remark wpon Me, Wel- 5 
ley's Plan, If common ſenſe and ſcripture be our ſtan- 
dard, it is perfectly agreeable to both, that the majo- 
rity of any religious commpnity or ſociety, ſhould be at 


e 
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„„ lüberty to add to, or alter their mode of worſhip, as 
3 + EP far as theſe alterations, &c. are agreeable to the 2 
„ ture, and the primitive pattern; and not that any com- 
V•f rich men, ſuppoſe ten or twenty in a ſociety, | 


mould dictate to one hundred or even athouſand, how they 
ſhall worſhip God, It is the height of ſpiritual tyranny 
to require a whole ſociety to give up their judgment 
| and conſciences to two or three, or twenty men. But 
A: it may be objetted, ** theſe two or three perſons are 
Truſtees for the chapel, and therefore it belongs. te 
them to regulate the ſervice and prevent innovations.“ 
-Janſwer, the term innovation muft mean, if it mean 
any thing, that ſomething is attempted to be introduced 
which is contrary to the old plan. But I have proved 
that the et eee of the Lord's Supper by the 
Preachers, is not contrary to the old Plan; and if the 
ö Truſtees read the Conference-Deed, they will there ſee, 
5 that the manner of worſhip is not even mentioned, but 
- FI... only the dottrines taught, A ſecond objethon is, 
= that theſe perſons are accountable for the debts on 


the chapels, and therefore they ought to be permitted 


\ 
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to prevent any thing that would leſſen their income.“ 


I anſwer, the union and happineſs of the ſociety will 


increaſe their income, rather than leſſen it; but the di- 
viſion of any ſociety will effeQually leſſen the income; 
and what 1s worſe, prevent an addition of new members, 
and of conſequence the ſucceſs of the miniſtry, I 
would not be under ſtood, by my remark upon the right 
which an individual ſociety bes to alter its mode of wor- 
mip, that this ought to be permitted in the Methodiſt 
Connettion, without the conſent of the Conference, 
To confirm what I have faid reſpecting the old Plan, 
I ſhall ſeleQ a few more paſſages from the TraR I have 
mentioned, by which you will ſee, Mr, Weſley conti- 
nued to make alterations and additions to th: economy 
of the Methodiſts as common ſenſe and ſcriprure di- 
retted him.“ 1 5 
In Page 5th, where he is ſpeaking of the firſt inſti- 
tution of the Methodiſt Society in London, we read as 
follows. Thus aroſe, without any previous deſign, 
what was afterwards called a ſociety, But, (page 3th 
and Sth) it was not long before an objefiion was made to 


this, which had not once entered my thought. Is not 


this making a ſchiſm? is not the joining theſe people 
together, gathering Churches out of Churches ? It was 


eaktily anſwered, if you mean, only gathering people out ; 


of buildings called Churches, it is: but if you mean di- 
viding Chriſtians from Chriſtians, and fo deftroying fel- 
lowſhip, it is not: for 1. Theſe were not Chriſtians 
before: they were thus joined. Moſt of them were bare» 
faced heathens. 2. Neither are they Chriſtians, from 


whom you ſuppoſe them to be divided. You will not 


look me in the face and fay, they are, What ! drunken 


Chriſtians? curſing and ſwearing Chriſtians? lying 
Chris- 85 


Chriſtians? cheating Chriſtians? If theſe are 

tians at all, they are Devil-Chriſtians, (as the poor 
Malabarians term them). 3. Neither are they divided 
any more than they were before, even from thoſe 
wretched Devil-Chriſtians. They are as ready as ever 
to affiſt them, and to perform every office of real kind- 
neſs towards them. 4. If it be ſaid, but there are 
fome true Chriſtians in the pariſh, and you deſtroy the 
Chriſtian fellowſhip between theſe and them, I anſwer, 
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that which never exiſted cannot be deſtroyed. Which, 
of thele true Chriſtians had any ſuch fellowſhip with 
theſe ? who watched over them in love ? who adviſed 
| and exhorted them from time to time? who prayed with 
PHE them and for them, as they had need? This and this 
alone is Chriſtian fellowſhip. But alas! where is it to 
be found ? Look Eaſt, or Weſt, or North, or South, 
8 name what pariſh you pleaſe, is this Chriſtian fellowſhip 
TED there? Rather, are not the bulk of the pariſhioners a a 
; ere rope of ſand ? What Chriſtian connection is there 
8 between them ? what intercourſe in ſpiritual things? 
: Wo” what bearing of one anothers burdens ? What a mere 
jeſt it is then, to talk ſo gravely of deſtroy ing what never 
| Wk... - e 3 | | 
We All who have read one or both of the pamphlets, 
| -— - publiſhed lately by a Gentleman, in favor of the Briltol 
> Po. | Truſtees ; . againfl a ſeparation of the Methodiſts 
- I - from the Eilabliſhed Church, under the title of 
115 6: Confiderations,”” & . would do well, before they _ 
ſwallow his gilded bait, to compare his arguments for 
the Church of England, with what Mr. Weſley has. 
{aid reſpecting it, in the paſſage above quoted, and then 
_ candidly enquire, does not the ſame FRO os agree 
| with the Church of England now ? and if fo, who is 
5 the greateſt friend to Methodiſm, he who will have ne 
7 rxeaeligtous connection with bare faced heathens, or Devil- 
18 Chriſtians, but come out from among them, and unite 
with thoſe who are determined, that none of the unfruit- 
ful workers of darkneſs ſhall be encouraged among them; 
or thoſe who allow all kinds of finners, who call them 
{-lves Chriſtians, to engage in that moſt ſacred tie of 
5 Church. fellowſhip, the Lord's Supper, with his 
. holy and obedient people, merely becauſe the time may 
Fr come hen even the Lord's Supper may cauſe relentings 
2 in them? It certainly never was intended to beget re- 
bpentance. It may indeed be an incouragement to real 
. penitents; but if they are ſuch, their works will prove 
| it, and I muſt give up my Bible, and the teſtimony of 
5 the firlt ages of Chriſtianity, before I can allow, that 
any Church of Chriſt ever permitted habitual finners 
to communicate with the faithful. 5 


5 5 But to return. In the following part of the pamphlet | 


* 


„„ 5 
referred to, you may read an account of Mr. Weſley's 
alterations, and improvements in the Methodiſt Societies. 

Following the old Plan common ſenſe and ſcripture,“ 
he ie Society into Claſſes and Bands, appoint- 
ed Claſs-leaders, and the method of collecting bh claſs 
money (as it 18 now called) weekly. But Mr. Wefle 
ſoon 4 that ſome perſons who would find fault 
with every thing, and others who were frighted at every 
thing, as an innovation of the old Plan, objetled, F 
there were no ſuch meetings when I came into the So- 
ciety firft, and why ſhould e now ? I do not under- 
Rand theſe things, and this changing one thing after 
another continually.” It was eahly anſwered, © It 
was pity but they had been at firſt. But we knew not 
then either the need or benefit of them. That with re- 
gard to theſe little prudential helps, with reſpe& to 
which, we are continually changing one thing after 
another, it is not a weakneſs or fault, (as you may ima- 
gine) but a peculiar advantage which we enjoy. By 
this means we declare them to be merely prudential: 
not eſſential, not of divine inſtitution. We are always 
open to inſtruction, willing to be wiſer every day, than 
we were before, and to change whatever we can change 
for the better.“ | | Os. 
Upon the above, I may remark with confidence, 
there is no other change attempted in the preſent time, 
than ſuch as Mr, Weſley refers to, and which 
he allowed we ſhould be continually making, circum- 
ſtances continually occurring that would require it: 
and thus become wiſer to-day than we were yeſterday, 
To mention only one inſtance, Mr. Weſley when alive 
was our head. To him we appealed, and to, his deci- 
ſion we ſubmitted, reſpetiing every thing in which we 
required his interference in the interim of the Confe- 
rences. But where is there a Preacher capable of the 
charge, and to whom Preachers and people would ſub- 
mit? We know of none, We cannot fingle out any +0 
one Preacher in a Diſtrict, (ſo called) that ſo far ex 4 
ceeds all the reſt of his Brethren in that Diſtrict, as that 4 
his deciſion would be as much ſubmitted to, as that of , ove Bo 
the whole. And we know, there muſt be ſome ſubſti- bi 
inte for Mr. Weſley in this way. Now what way more ky 
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is a ſtale objection w 
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| equitable ch that the whole of the Preachers in any par- | 
ticular Diſtrict, ſhould decide upon any difagreeable mat- 


ter in that Diſtrictt? Surely this muſt be more free from 
partiality, than that of che deciſion of any one of that 


number: beſides there is flill an appeal to the Conference. 
In the thirteenth Page of the fame Tra# another 


kind of obje&ton is urged, to which we have a very. 
ſatisfaftory anſwer, ** Theſe it is ſaid, are all man's 
inventions.“ | 
thods which men have found, by reaſon and common 


ſenſe, for the more effectually applying ſeveral ſcrip- 
ture rules, couched in general terms, to particular occa- 
ſions,” In the eighteenth and nineteenth Pages we 


have an account of the objections made to the Bands. 


| 66: Theſe were not at firſt, there is no ſcripture for 


them, theſe are man's works, man's building, &c.”* 
Yea it was farther objected, „ theſe Bands are mere 
Popery.” Mr. Welley's anſwer to the laſt charge 
is a ſufficient confutation of the many objeftions 


that are frequently made at this time, to our - Claſs and 


Band-meetings ; it would be well therefore for the Me- 
thodiſts who meet with fuch objections, to anſwer them, 
in Mr, Welley's language, as follows. Thoſe whoaffirm 
this, know not that they betray in themſelves, the moſt 
groſs and ſhameful ignorance. Do not they know, that 


the only Popiſh confeſſion is the confeſſion made by a 


ſingle perſon to a Prieſt ? Whereas what we praflice, 
is the confeſſion of ſeveral perſons conjointly, not to a 
Prieſt, but to each other, Conſequently it has no ana- 
logy at all to a Taper confeſſion. But the truth is, this 


ich many people make againſt any 


* 
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And what then? That is, they are me- 


thing they do not like, it is all Popery out of hand.“ : 


I ſhall now, as Pa, give you ſome extracts 


from Mr. Welſley's 


entiments ROY the Chriſ- 


tian Church, and the Church of England, which 
you may find in his moſt excellent Sermon on the 


Church, publiſhed in the 6th volume of his Sermons. 
6 The catholic, or univerſal Church, is, all the per- 


| ſons in the univerſe, whom God hath ſo called out of 


the world, as to entitle them to the preceding character, 


as to be one body, united by one Spirit. Hauing one 1 
Faith, one Hope, one Baptism, one God and Father 
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of all, who is above all, and through all, and in them . 
all, That "ck of this great body, the univerſal Church, 


which inhabit- any one Kingdom or Nation, we ma 
roperly term a National Church, as the Church of 
F rance, the Church of England, the Church of Scot- 


land. A ſmaller part of the univerſal Church, are the 
- Chriſtians that inhabit one City, or Town; as the 
Church of Epheſus. Two or three Chriſtian believers . 


united together, are a Church in the narroweſt ſenſe of 
the word.“ I ſhall not forefiall your judgment upon 


this deſcription, as applicable to the preſent diſputes 
about the true Church of Chriſt ; but proceed to give 
you Mr. Weſley's quotation ; (in Page 181 of che ſame 


Sermon) from the nineteenth article of the Church of 


England, proving that our reformers, were of the ſame 


mind with himſelf, reſpettinga Chriſtian Church. 


The viſible Church of Chriſt, is a congregation of 
faithful men, in which the pure Word of God is preach- 

- ed, and the Sacraments duly adminiſtered,” Before I 
roceed to give the whole of what I intend, from Mr. 
W elley's Sermon, which J have referred to, I think 

it needful to make a few remarks upon the above defi- 


nition, of the Church of England, in her own articles, 
The Methodiſts do not deſire to ſeparate from ſuch a 
Church, wh: rever they find it; but wiſh in the fulleſt 


ſenſe of the word to be a part of that Church of Eng- 


land conſtituted of faithful men; having the pure word 
of God preached to them, and the Sacraments 
duly adminiſtered. But where can they find ſuch a 


Church ? Is there ſuch a one eſtabliſhed in this king- 
dom? There are a few inflances, where the pure word 
of God (or the Doctrines of the Church of England) 


1 and but very few, when we take the nation 
] 


is 
collectively. There are more inſtances where the Sa- 
craments (fo called) are frequently adminiſtered; but 
not one can there be found, where none but faithful 


people (or even outwardly moral characters) are per- 


mitted to partake of the Lord's Supper. All thoſe, 


who appear on thoſe occaſions are permitted to commu- 


- nicate with the faithful, and ſuppoſing a Miniſter to be. 


reſolute enough to withſtand a rich wicked neighbour, 


 - eſpecially one who wants to qualify himſelf, by this 


E 

ſacred ordinance, for a lucrative office, what is he like- 
ly to expect? I need not fay. There have been proofs 
ae that ſuch an oppoſition would be no better 
an beating the air. And therefore, though the Me- 
odiſts are charged by a Church Champion, with hay- 
ing“ caſt off their firſt faith,” we deny the charge in 
every ſenſe in which it can be applied, and retort the 
ſame upon himſelf. The Church of England for which 
he contends has * caſt off her firſt faith,” in all its 
ellential parts, | 7 | = 
I hall now call your attention to another part of the 
Sermon referred to upon this head, Page 182, *Theſe 
things being conſidered, ſays Mr. Weſley, it is eaſy 
to anſwer that queſtion, what is the Church of England ?*” 
3 you ſeriouſly to attend to this anſwer of Mr, 
eſley, on this head, as it is of great importance to the 
ſubje& in hand.) * The Church of England is that 
body of men in England, in whom there is one Spirit, 
one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, which have one Bap- 
tim, one God and Father of all, This, and this 
alone, 1s the Church of England, according to the 
Doctrine of the Apoſtles.” | £57 then we have two 
ſuch evidences as the Church of England herſelf, 

and Mr, Welley, in favor of the neceſſity of true faith 


1 - and ſpiritual union, in order to a Chriſtian Church, or 


the Church of Chriſt in England; we will not be. 


yg ' dragooned into a religious union with men who are a 


ſcandal to the Chriſtian name. But by keeping ſeparate 
from them in Church fellowſhip, we will teſtify to the 


| world that we give them no countenance, But where 


we meet with a Chriſtian Church according to the 1gth 
article of the Church of England, with them we will 

\ rejoice to unite, 

I hall, in the third place, as propoſed, quote ſome of 
Mr. Weſlev's declarations which favour a ſeparation 
from the Church of England, and which is by ſome 

called a departure from the old Plan. Now the ordi- 
nation of Miniſters to perform the whole of the miniſte- 

rial function, viz. preach and adminiſter the Sacraments, 

- muſt be eon nderel the moſt material link in this chain, 
as all the reſt follow of courſe. It is certain Mr. 


Weſley didordain for this purpoſe, not one, but many ; 


not for one place only, as America, but Scotland, the 
Weſt-Indies, and for Eugland itfelf. This has been 
over and over again repreſented and proved in the pre- 
ſent controverſy, and no one has been hardy enough to 
deny it. And that he did this at ſeveral different mes, 

is equally certain; leaving ſomettines years between. 

So that to charge it upon thoſe who nad the influence 

over him, by perſuaſion, for the moment, 1s ablurd, 

and contradicted by facts. If he returned by cool 
reaſon, to what is called his former ſentiments, that is to 

condemn, at leaſt ſecretly, what he had done, why did 
he repeat the ſame at different periods, over and over 

again, and give the ſame ſubiett increaſing latitude ? 

No doubt from the mature ſt deliberation; and which we + 

cannot allow to be the effect of an impaired underſtand- 5 * | 

ing. His laſt ſermons are a ſtricking proof to the con- 5 

trary. But thoſe who read over candidly what has been 

already ſaid, reſpecting the“ old Plan,” the Chriſtian _- 

Church, and the Church of England, will ſee, that Mir, 

Welley did not ſeparate, or encourage others to {eparate 

from that Church of England ; but that its greateſt vo- 

taries are, in general, the greateſt ſeparatiſls, in the moſt 

eſſential points, viz. her Dottrines and Difcipline. And 

where theſe are not regarded, therecan be no true Church. 
To prove what I have ſaid reſpecting Mr. Wet- 

ley's condutt on the ſubject of ordination, as being 

not an haſty, but well weighed ſtep, I ſhall give you his : 

own words on that ſubjett, which 1 from the minute 5 75 

of the Conference for the year 1786, page goth. This 

part refers to the ordi nation for America. © Judging, 5 

ſays he, this to be a caſe of real neceſſity, I took a fte p, 

which for peace and quietneſs 1 had refrained from taaççsg | 
| ing for many years: I exerciſed that power which I © 
| - am fully perſuaded the great Shepherd and Biſhop of the 

Church has given me. I appointed three of our labour- 
ersto go and help them, (the Americans) by, not _ 

_ preaching the word of God, but likewiſe admini1{- 
tering . the Lord's Supper, and baptizing their 
children.” Mr. Wefley declares in the above, that 
what he did in ordaining the Preachers, was the effect 
of a full conviction of e Te and long deliberation, — * 
not a ſudden act, without premedita ion. And in the 


o 


* 
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1 next page of the ſame minutes, you may read nearly the 
Y ſame account reſpecting Scotland; and in this Mr: 
Welley followed “ common ſenſe and ſcripture.” In 
the ſame minutes already referred to, he gives directions 
upon the ſubject of preaching in what is called Church- 
hours in England. | | ; 
Firſt. * When the Miniſter, or Clergyman is a noto- 
rioully wicked man.” The word notorious, being 
ſomewhat ambiguous to ſome of the Methodilts, it may 
be uſeful to remark here, that when a man lives in any 
open ſin, he is in this ſenſe, a notorioufly wicked man. 
— That is, he is noted or known to be wicked. I will 
not fay, there are many ſuch in the Church of England, 
and that in many places, the peopl= muſt not go to 
Church at all, ifthey are not M4. ſuch ; but J will de- 
ſcribe ſome of the prevaiting ſins of the preſent day, al- 
lowed to be ſo by all who are truly religious; and then 
| leave you to judge for yourſelves reſpecting perſons and 
* _ — places, Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Card-playing, at * 
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. tending Bails, Theatrical Amuſements, and all public 
* diverſions, We univertally allow, that if any perſon 
4 live in the practice of any of theſe, he is no Miniſter of 


Jeſus Chriſt, but of the ſynagogue of Satan, for his 
: Pp works he does. 8 | | | 
15 The ſ-cond condition is,“ When the Minifter 
preaches Arianiſm, or equally pernicious Doftrines.?? 
We allow, that a leaial of inſpiration, juſtification 

_— by faith, and heart holineſs, is as permcious to Chriſ- 
tjanity, as any doctrine that can be preached ; for it 
s Mo. ſtrikes at its very root, and overturns the whole ſyſtem, 
> And need I ſay, there are few churches where this is 
1 not the caſe? In the Magazine for 1789, page 45, 
Mr. Woſley ſyeaks more plain on this head. It is as 
follows. A kind of ſeparation has already taken 
place, and will inevitably fpread, though by flow de- 
grees, Thoſe.miniſters (ſo called who neither hve nor 
reach the goſpel, I dare not ſay, are ſent of God, 
here one of theſe is ſettled, many of the Methodiſts 


* dare not attend his miniſtry. So, if there be no other 5 
pb. Church in that n-ishbourood, they, go to Church no 7 | 
5 more. This is the caſe in a few places already, and it | 
willbe the caſe in more, And no one can juſtly blame 
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me for this; neither is it contrary to any of my prote\- 
Hons,” From the laſt quotation every candid, judici- 


ous Methodiſt will conclude, Mr. Weſley did not ex- 


pett in his liſe time, that the Methodiſts would attend 
the miniſtry of ſuch as are here deſcribed 3 but rather 
that they would go to church no more ; and therefore 
allowed them ſervice in their own chapels, in church» 
hours. But if ſuch goto church no more, are they to 


neglett an expreſs command of Chriſt ? I may add, one 
of the moſt precious 'previleges of the goſpel, ** the 
Lord's Supper*” ? LI thall not here argue againfl thoſe 


who ſay, it is no command of Chriſt, but ſhall refer 


them to Mr. Welley's ſermon on that ſubje&t, where 
they will ſee it inſiſted on as ſuch, in the ſtrongeſt terms. 


If they are not to negle& it, who is to aſſiſt them in it ? 


They have no other helps in their own chapels but 
their own Preachers; and it is clear, by Mr, Weſley's 
ordaining ſo many Preachers for Scotland, whom he 
knew, would in a few years return to England; and b 


his ordaining ſome for England only, that he fully in- 
tended this ſhould be done. es „ 
I intended when I began, to have enlarged more 
upon the latter part of my ſubje&, but it has been done b 
a more able hand, in a e addreſſed to the Me- 
ich fell in my way ſince 1 


thodiſt Society at Leeds, why 
began this. I ſhall therefore conclude theſe remarks 
with an earneſt requeſt to my Reader to pardon my 
freedom in the cauſe of Truth. I deſire no other gain 


by this publ.cation than the ſatisfaction of promoting 


peace among my Brethren. And if this end be not 
an{wered, 1 hall flill have the conſolation to think 
that] have made an attempt towards it. | 
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